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Dear Cherry Hill Residents and Business Owners: 

It is my pleasure to share the Cherry Hill Fire Departmentôs 2020 Annu-

al  Report with you. 2020 was a year that introduced us to an unprece-

dented worldwide pandemic that none of us has seen in our lifetime, 

and while this report captures data and several accomplishments, there 

is so much more to it. While the substance of this Annual Report focus-

es on details and data from the Fire Departmentôs programs, projects, 

and performance, 2020 has taught us to look back and reflect on what 

we all went through together as a Fire District and as a community.  

COVID-19 brought significant challenges to the Cherry Hill Fire      De-

partment. It drastically changed operations in fire, emergency medical 

response, fire prevention, and Community Risk Reduction efforts. Fire 

responses were adjusted to accommodate for social distancing. Pre-

vention methods mainly focused on social media and other safe ways 

to educate the public on fire and life safety. Several of our civilian staff 

had to work from home for a significant portion of the statewide shut 

down. Many plans and initiatives were tabled so we could concentrate 

our efforts on establishing our ñnew normalò. As of this report, over 

4,566 Cherry Hill residents have tested positive for COVID-19, and sad-

ly as many as 220 died as a result of this virus. I would be remiss if I 

didnôt highlight our EMS Division, who handled the lionôs share of the 

work. The men and women of the EMS Division spent countless hours 

wearing N95 masks, gloves, and gowns treating and transporting pa-

tients and then decontaminating ambulances. Our firefighters also 

quickly adapted to this new and ever changing dynamic being added to 

all fire and emergency responses. Along with firefighting responsibili-

ties, they continued to serve as EMTs in a first response capacity as-

sisting our EMS Units through times of high demand and when there 

were not enough ambulances available  in town to handle the call vol-

ume. Yet, as an organization, we pulled together and faced the chal-

lenges that COVID-19 brought to our doorstep.    

I could not be more proud to serve the Township of Cherry Hill and lead 
an incredible team of dedicated men and women. As we reflect on the 
accomplishments of this great group of people, no doubt we are fo-
cused on what is yet to come for the Cherry Hill Fire Department and 
the incredible community we serve. Again, thank you for your encour-
agement and support for the Cherry Hill Fire District. 

Sincerely, 
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180 Day Inspections         46 

(includes daycare centers, multi-family homes, mid/high rise buildings - inspected 2 x per year) 

  90 Day (Quarterly) Inspections       86 

(includes health care facilities, Cherry Hill Mall, assemblies for 300 - inspected 4 x per year) 

Periodic (Annual) Inspections   2,273 

Re-inspections     1,186 

Complaint Inspections         34 

Follow-up Complaints         38 

Permit Inspections              28 

(includes events/certain conditionsðMonster Mania, welding operations, bonfires, tents) 

Residential Smoke Alarms    1,405 

Residential Re-inspections       140 

¢ƻǘŀƭ LƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴǎ     5,236 
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Total of 35 Structure Fires 
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Failure of Equipment   15 42% 

Undetermined Cause     5  14% 

Smoking       5       14% 

Cooking       4  11% 

Open Flame       3   9% 

Heat from Operating Equipment    1    2% 

Incendiary       1    2% 

Spontaneous Heating     1          2% 

¶ Fires attributed to Failure of Equipment,  15,  included       
improper use of equipment and fires that were electrical in 
nature. 

¶ One fire attributed to subject smoking while on oxygen     
resulted in a fatality. 

¶ Of the five fires attributed to smoking, three originated on 
the exterior of the structure. 

¶ Civilian fire related injuries  2 

¶ Civilian fire related deaths  2 
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